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How Not to Hold Friends
And Influence OQur Allies

By David Lawrence

WASHINGTON.

An unprecedented methad of atiacy has been emplaved

to influence Gen. de Gaulle

to charae the pnlicles of the

French government so they wili be wore pleastng o the

United States governinent.

Sen. J. W. Fulbright of Arkanca . wnn 13 chalrman of
the Foreign Relations Commitice of tie United States
Senate, has just made a speech 1ian vxnvessed views which,

it tnight have been expected,

wokd he gUered only by the

President or Secretary of State For 'iw executive hranch
of the government has herotofore Jesiously guarded 1ts

prerogative to conduct for-
elgn relations.

It 1s concelvable, of course,
that the Fulbright speecn
was cleared in advance hy
tie Department of State. For
it would seem Incredible thut
8 speech of this Importance,
attacking an allied govern-
ment, would bYe made with-
out the knowledge and con-
sent of the executive branch
of our government. B, ls
President de Gaulle now to
regard the Fulbright speech
as the expression of the
Untled States goevrnment?

Sen. Fulbright's words were

+ bluntly expressed. He sad,

for Instance:

“It is on this level of prac-
tical co-operation that French
policy has been deeply disap-
pointing to France's allies.
It is a policy which, if long
continued, could lead ta the
disruption of the Western Ai-
liance, not by open repudia-
tion but by abnegation in de-
tail.”

This Is a very serious
charge to be leveled at the

i head of a government allied

with the United States. But

more sutprising is the state-

ment that France's policy has

heen disappointing not only -,

to the United States but Lo
Trance’s other allies. This
will be disputed to some ex-
tent in Europe, hut in this
country it will be wondered
why the chairman of the For-
eign Relations Committee of
the Senate s privileged to
speak In behalf of any of the
allled governments.

When the leader in tie
French or British Parla
ments makes a speech, he s
talking as the head of be!l:
the government and the lc--
islative branch. But in the
United States, where Cone
rress and the exccutive ar-
sepatate instilutions, {6 e

AIWRYS ne - Ye td
ed Lhat mmgya%%fq

olier governments wollid ne

handled only by the President
or the Secretary of State.

Another surprising thing
about the speech s that it
was given on Qct. 30, but
discussed statements made
by President de Guaulle at a
news conference July 29 last.
It thus has the appearance
nf- a carefully prepared at-
tack, which may have been
assigned to Sen. Fulbright
to carry out.

Thie will not ascigt In the
solving of dificulties between
* the United States and France.
In fact, wiihin the iast 24
montps, word has come [rom
Pavis  that  President De
Gaulle has abandoned any
ea of visiitz the 1. 8. in
; the next s vers! months, ag
"~ had been provieusly reported.

Perhaps the most extraor-
“dinary past o' the Fulbright
speech is that in which he di-
rected his remarks at Prese
fdent De Caulle personally,
Chalrman Fulbright said:

"I don't believe that Pres-
ident de Guaulle ds disposed
At presert to take such g dis-
passionate view of American
policy  Omne perecives in hig
vemarks of July 23 that he
‘s &Ull looking &t America
through the distorting prism
of wounded pride."” ‘

It is sipnificant that in

 this sar'e speech the Arkan-
D gas Senalor made a reference
C o Frauvcees’ unpaid debt from
Workl War I to the United
‘Blates. Tre total sl une-
CpRid teretner with loterost.
Lamount- o more than §6
il o7 which $4 2 billion
CWas due ¢~ oof June 30, 1963
CMr walnoght refereed to it
Cas o vdefault since June.
1900

T s reminder that France

ot e the United Stagcs money
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of the World War 1 debts n1
France and other European
countries.” But it was not in-
dicated whether the demand
may vet be made. The cxact
purpose of mentiohing World
War 1 debis is not clear,
htough Sen. Fulbright argued
“that meeting the debt due
~would help the “balance of
payments' sltuation,

The whole purpose of the
Falbright speech was osten-
sibly to persuade Gen, de
Gaulle to liberalize his trade
policies. Bal it remains Lo be
seen whether this form of
attack wiil be persuasive with
the strong-minded bead of
thre Frepell goversment,

Whie Senn Fu'brchi as-®

serted that the U S0 has not

the  <hostest dvtention of
st aside G Darepe s
a‘tacy o ood oover-ran, and
ahoe koo 3 ierated that
s cantn is commilted

inanerahie 0y the defense of
Furope” ¢ pointed out that
the more likely occurrence
wouid be a Soviet “assault
on the United States from
which  Europe would he
spared " Sen. Fulbright in-
sisted that Eurooe, including
France, nmust commit itself
to a untfied defense of the
west e added that, while
“the Unlted States is commit-
. ted Lo such a defense, “this
“does not mean that it cannot
ibe diven from Europe.” He
“ declared:
v MIf our partners pursue pro-
 tectionist trade policies and
decline to carcy a propartion
of the military and foreign
aid burdens commensurate
with their resources, the Uni-
ted States will be’ left with
.no choice but to reduce its
¢ commitments,”
This s, to say the least, a
! most unusual commerntary on
. the policies of an allled gov-
ernment and specifically on
;. the attitude of the head of
- that government, For cer-
| tainly 1t doesn’t make nego-
 Hatlon easler, and it {s an un-
; diplomatic way to conduet thz
forefgn relations of the United
States The question also
arises whether 1L makes syper-
- fluous the two American am-
“vassadors in Parls—one ac-
oredited to the French gove
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